"For many conservatives, [supporting climate change] became the marker that you had crossed to Satan's side-that you had left God and gone to Satan's side on climate change… because many evangelical Christians in our district would say that it's up to God to determine the length of Earth, and therefore, you are invading the province of God," Inglis told Lehmann.
In this newly divided government, in which the leaders of one chamber owe their political fortune to freshly minted conservatives seemingly at odds with some in their own party, only time will tell whether and how the issues of the day will be addressed. said, recalling when he caused a commotion by announcing to attendees that the United States would never ratify a climate change deal. 'I always remember with all those people in the room, hundreds of them, and all the cameras. And they all had one thing in common: They all hated me.'" Not all Republicans share Inhofe's beliefs or amusements. Yet with each passing year it appears that there are fewer Republican members of Congress willing to embrace or act upon scientific knowledge, particularly when it relates to issues such as climate change.
Two Republican members of the House of Representatives who have publically challenged their colleagues on climate change are not members of the 112th Congress; Representative Vernon Ehlers (R-MI) retired, and Representative Bob Inglis (R-SC) was defeated in a primary election by a tea party candidate. Inglis has warned his colleagues that a focus on criticizing climate science and scientists is unproductive, particularly when the nation's competitors are working to develop next-generation energy sources.
At a climate change hearing last November, however, the then-presumptive new chairman of the House Committee on Science and Technology, Texas Republican Ralph Hall, argued that reasonable people still disagree about the science.
The challenges facing advocates for action on the issue of climate change are great. Representative John Shimkus (R-IL) has used religion to argue against government action on climate change. "The Earth will end
